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Section 1. Funding Themes Relevant to School Playground Projects 

 
Eco Schools 

 

 The B&Q One Planet Living Awards: up to £10,000 products. New round opens 1st Feb. 

 The Conservation Foundation: London’s green corners –to be announced shortly 

 O2 It’s Your Community: awaiting news of new launch. To register interest 

Email:hello@itsyourcommunity.co.uk  

 Woodland Trust/Tree Council: will provide trees and guidance –a great community activity 

 Sustrans –Bike it Programme: will help fund bicycle sheds 

 The Pod –EDF Energy: awards up to £5,000 for innovative green schools 

 All energy companies have schemes 

 Ernest Cook Trust: education and the environment. £100-£10,000 

 

Outdoor Play 

 

 RBS Supergrounds Awards: primary schools. Must be nominated by member of staff 

 Landfill Schemes 

 Lottery: Awards for All/People’s Millions 

 Local Grant Making Trusts 

 Children in Need: see SPOTLIGHT section 

 

Sports/Fitness  

 

 Football Foundation: 

 £40m pa from Premier League, FA and Govt. 

 Facilities Grant –under and over £20,000 –must include community benefit 

 Communities Grant –scheme currently closed 

 Goalpost and Junior Kit schemes open 

 Sport Relief: up to £10,000 –distributed through Community Foundations-disadvantage and 

isolation 
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Healthy Schools 

 

 www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk lists funders and gives advice 

 Kelloggs Breakfast Clubs-in association with ContinYou 

 Abel & Cole: Organic produce company. Farmers Choice fundraising for schools  

 
Social exclusion 

 

 Nationwide Foundation – supporting families –small grants programme  

 The Volant Charitable Trust – poverty and social deprivation. JK Rowling’s trust  

 Trusthouse Charitable Foundation – special needs only. Index of multiple deprivation <20%  

 Youth Sector Development Fund – Govt. fund aimed at those at greatest risk of getting involved 

in knife and gang crime 

 Index of Multiple Deprivation – Key figure for grant applications. Search on right hand box on 

the website  

 

Extended Schools 

 

 Lloyds TSB Foundation – after school, youth clubs etc. 

 Awards for All (Lottery) 

 Tesco Charity Trust, Community Awards Scheme, recent award to Addington High School – 

Funding towards the development of an outdoor classroom 

 Working Neighbourhood Fund –most deprived areas  

 Roald Dahl Foundation –literacy, after school clubs 

 Community Foundations  

 

Arts 

 

 Paul Hamlyn Foundation 

 Clore Duffield Foundation 

 Foyle Foundation (UK)-£10,000 to £20,000-must demonstrate why can’t be funded by Statutory 

Funding 

http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/
http://www.abelandcole.co.uk/
http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/
http://www.volanttrust.com/
http://www.trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk/
http://ysdf.ecotec.com/
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
http://www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk/Pages/Welcome.aspx
http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/
http://www.tescoplc.com/plc/corporate_responsibility_09/community/making_difference/charitablegiving/tesco_charity_trust/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/neighbourhoodrenewal/workingneighbourhoodsfund/
http://www.roalddahlfoundation.org/
http://www.communityfoundations.org.uk/
http://www.phf.org.uk/
http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/
http://www.foylefoundation.org.uk/
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SPOTLIGHT on Children in Need Small Grants Programme (UK)  

Schools working with disadvantaged young people aged 18 or under are able to apply for funding up to  

£10,000 through the BBC’s Children in Need Small Grants Programme.  

Funding is available to organisations, (including schools) that work with young people who are 

suffering from:  

 Illness  

 Distress  

 Abuse or neglect  

 Are disabled  

 Have behavioural or psychological difficulties  

 And / or are living in poverty or situations of deprivation.  

The type of funding available includes:  

 Capital  

 Revenue grants.  

There is no minimum or maximum amount when applying for funds from BBC Children in Need and 

organisations can apply for up to 100% of project costs.  

Previous projects funded include:  

Rayners Special Educational Trust, Penn School, High Wycombe £66,114  

This project will provide replacement play equipment at a school. 

Organisations wishing to apply for funding need to complete the BBC Children in Need online grant 

application form no paper applications will be accepted. The next application deadline is 15 April 2010 

and more will be announced below 

See http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/howto_smallgrant.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/howto_smallgrant.shtml


 - 6 - 
www.fundraisingskills.co.uk    © Fundraising Skills UK Ltd 

Section 2. Funding Sources: Statutory, Lottery, Trusts 

 
Statutory Grants for School Buildings / Grounds 

 
School Travel Plan Grant (England)  
 
Between 2008 and 2011, the Department for Children, Schools and Families is making £60 
million (£20m in each of financial years 2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010-11) available to enable 
every school in England to put in place an active school travel plan by 2010.  
 
Travel Plans are a package of measures to improve safety for children to walk to school and 
reduce car use, backed by a partnership involving the school, education and transport officers 
from the local authority, the police and the health authority. It is based on consultation with 
teachers, parents, pupils and governors and other local people.  Every school travel plan 
should include:  a brief description of the location, size and type of school; a description of 
the travel / transport problems faced by the school and all pupils’ travel needs (for example 
journeys to and from school at normal start / finish times); the results of a survey to identify 
how children currently travel to and from the school and how they would like to travel; clearly 
defined targets and objectives; details of proposed measures; a detailed timetable for 
implementation; clearly defined responsibilities; evidence that all interested parties have 
been consulted; proposals for monitoring and review. The funding available is: 

 £3,750 plus £5 per pupil for Primary schools and maintained nurseries;  

 £5,000 plus £5 per pupil for secondary aged pupils; and  

 VA schools are paid at the 90% rate in line with legal requirements.  
To access the funding, Schools will need to work with School Travel Advisers to develop 
appropriate plans, which meet the required standard and pass quality assurance by Regional 
School Travel Advisers. For more information click here

 
Primary Capital Programme (England) 

£1.9 billion (£150m in 2008-09, £650m in 2009-10, £1100m in 2010-11) will be available via Local 
Authorities to rebuild and improve at least half of all primary schools. The aim is to bring primary 
schools up to 21st century standards and offering wider services for children and families at the heart 
of their communities. The following types of school, working with their local authority may benefit 
from the resources in this programme; - VA, VC, Community and Foundation Nursery Schools; VA, VC, 
Community and Foundation Primary Schools; VA, VC, Community and Foundation Middle deemed 
Primary schools; Pupil Referral Units, maintained boarding and hospital schools with primary aged 
pupils; and Maintained and non-maintained Special Schools with primary aged pupils. Currently the 
programme is being piloted within 23 pathfinder areas. From 2009 - 2010, the programme will be 
rolled out nationally with all Local Education Authorities required to develop an agreed Primary 
Strategy for Change. For more information click here

 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/capitalinvestment/guidanceindex/schooltransport/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/capitalinvestment/guidanceindex/schooltransport/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/capitalinvestment/guidanceindex/primarycapital/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/capitalinvestment/guidanceindex/primarycapital/
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SPOTLIGHT on Early Years Capital Grant (UK)  

 
Early years providers (school nurseries) are able to claim grants running into thousands of pounds for a 
range of projects to upgrade their indoor and outdoor equipment and settings. Local authorities across 
England are currently starting the process of inviting bids for funds from the Early Years Capital Grant, 
although in some cases (see case studies), councils have already made awards.  
 
The DCSF has told Local Authorities that its ‘expectation is that the majority of this capital grant is used 
to improve the quality of the environment in PVI settings.’  
 
How can the funding be used? 
 
Spending must be over £2,500 and meet DCSF definitions of capital expenditure.  

The criteria set out by the DCSF for expenditure on the grant include: 

 Equipment to ensure that practitioners can effectively observe and capture children's progress - 
digital cameras, scanners and video recorders, laptop and desktop PCs; 

 Information and communication technology - laptop and desktop PCs, digital cameras, video and 
sound recorders, hi-fi equipment; 

 Provision of stimulating and accessible outdoor play space and equipment - including the purchase 
of land to be developed for this purpose; 

 Development of adequate indoor space for age-appropriate play activities and suitable rest areas; 

 Replenishing and replacing toy stocks and purchasing other learning and development materials 
and resources to support the EYFS; 

 Resources to encourage a rich and stimulating language environment in line with Letters and 
Sounds - musical instruments, tape recorders, CDs, books, rhymes and signs. 

 

It is up to each local authority to decide whether to fund 100% costs. 
 
For more information contact your Early Years Team or local authority.

 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/localauthorities/index.cfm?action=content&contentID=11323&letter=C


 - 8 - 
www.fundraisingskills.co.uk    © Fundraising Skills UK Ltd 

Trust & Foundation Funding for School Buildings / Grounds 

 
Learning Through Landscapes 
 
A national charity that works with school communities to improve their school grounds. Learning 
Through Landscapes manage a range of initiatives and programmes that seek to promote and enhance 
the development, use and value of school grounds in diverse and innovative ways. The Charity works at 
both national and regional levels. 
Support is available in terms of advice and assistance and / or grants. 
 

For more information click here

 

John Laing School Grounds Awards (London) 

Nursery, Primary, Secondary and Special schools within the Greater London area can apply for the John 
Laing School Grounds Awards. Projects funded through these awards can be for promoting education, 
the environment and health or provide for play and social development. 

Applications could include the following elements: 

 Purchase of equipment;  
 Purchase of materials;  
 Professional advice;  
 Implementation of project plans.  

For more information click here

 

British Ecological Society - School Ground Development Grants 

The Ecological Education Grants (EEGs) are to enable teachers to make their teaching of ecology more 
innovative, interesting and exciting. Grants of up to £750 are available to primary, secondary and 
tertiary schools to support initiatives to enhance school grounds as ideal places to teach practical 
ecology. Funding is available for initiatives such as for example building a school pond or developing a 
nature reserve, etc.  

For more information click here

 

http://www.ltl.org.uk/schools_and_settings/
http://www.ltl.org.uk/schools_and_settings/
http://www.ltl.org.uk/john_laing_awards.htm
http://www.ltl.org.uk/john_laing_awards.htm
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/grants/education/index.php
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/grants/education/index.php
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Clore Duffield Foundation 

The Foundation is a grant-giving organisation which concentrates its support on education, the arts, 
museum and gallery education, cultural leadership training, health and social welfare, whilst placing a 
particular emphasis on supporting children, young people and society’s more vulnerable individuals.  

The Foundation disperses grants through two programmes: 
 
Main Grants Programme 
The Foundation is interested in funding innovative and exciting projects, but will also fund practical, 
straightforward proposals that will make a difference to an organisation or a particular group of 
people. 
The Main Grants Programme funds a wide range of applications from across the UK. Grants range from 
sums below £5,000 to in excess of £1m, but it should be noted that only a very small number of 
substantial grants are awarded each year.  
 
Small Grants Programme 
The Clore Small Grants Programme funds performing arts education initiatives aimed at children and 
young people (aged 0-18) across the UK. The Programme will be worth a total of £1 million to the 
sector over a five-year period from 2005 to 2010.  
 
The Clore Duffield Foundation has launched this Programme with the chief aim of providing children 
and young people with opportunities to experience performing arts education at its best.  
Schools and organisations currently participating in Arts Council England's Creative Partnerships 
scheme are currently not eligible to apply 
 
For more information click here

 

The Ragdoll Foundation is dedicated to developing the power of imaginative responses in children 
through the arts. The Ragdoll Foundation aims to use its modest resources to: 

 Provide a space for alternative thinking, voices and practices, encouraging self-confidence and 
risk taking where people can innovate, be creative, demonstrate and share ideas.  

 Seek new creative solutions by combining perspectives, cultures and disciplines to promote 
new approaches to creativity and innovation. 

 Seek partners, collaborate and share knowledge by creating connections and being responsive 
and supporting co-operative ventures across sectors. 

 Promote a culture of innovation and creativity by identifying exemplary cases of innovation, 
fund pilot projects, showing how and where it made a difference.  

For more information Click here 

 

http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/
http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/
http://www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk/howto.shtml
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The Goldsmiths' Company  

The Goldsmiths' Company Charity's policy is to give small grants: the average grant in 2004/2005 was 
approximately £3,000. Where a grant is exceptionally made payable in stages over a period of more 
than one year (a recurring grant), each annual payment will be considered on its own merit and repeat 
payments cannot be assumed. 

Appeals are considered monthly except in August and September, and there is usually a three to four 
month delay between receipt of an appeal and a decision being made. Applications from any 
organisation, whether successful or not, are not normally considered more frequently than once every 
three years. 

For more information Click here 

 

Lankelly Chase Foundation 

The Chase Charity and the Lankelly Foundation were established through the generosity of two 
separate entrepreneurs. The Chase Charity was founded in 1962 and the Lankelly Foundation six years 
later. After many years of working together, in 2005 the two Trusts resolved that they should take the 
next natural step and amalgamate to form the LankellyChase Foundation. 

The Trustees recognise the many challenges which face our society and look forward to being able to 
respond to some of them, bringing a new clarity and focus to the compassion and creativity which have 
marked their work in the past. 

For more information Click here 

 

http://www.thegoldsmiths.co.uk/charities/guidelines.htm
http://www.lankellychase.org.uk/how-to-apply
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The Sutton Trust 
 
The Trust exists to challenge educational inequality and prevent the subsequent waste of talent. It is 
particularly concerned with breaking the link between educational opportunities and family 
background, and in realising a system in which talented young people are given the chance to prosper, 
regardless of their background, the school they happen to attend or the area in which they live. 

For more information Click here 

 

Oglesby Charitable Trust (North West) 

The Oglesby Charitable Trust was established in 1992. The funding of the Trust comes from annual 
contributions from Bruntwood Estates Limited, a North West based property investment company 
owned by the founding Trustees that has a net worth of approximately £200 million. The Trust has 
been established to support charitable activities across a broad spectrum, and these reflect the beliefs 
and interests of the founding Trustee family.  

The Trust income is £500,000 per annum and grants each year will be made of around this figure. To 
date, the maximum grant to any one project has been £50,000 and, generally, grants will be between 
£5,000 and £20,000. Areas of Activity of the Trust 

 Artistic development, both on an individual and group level  
 Educational grants and building projects  
 Environmental improvement projects  
 Improving the life and welfare of the underprivileged, where possible, by the encouragement of 

self-help  
 Medical aid and research  

For more information click here

 
 
Robertson Trust (Scotland) 

The objective of The Robertson Trust is in the provision of financial support for charities as defined by 
the Law of Scotland. In practice this enables the Trustees to donate to the widest range of charitable 
objectives for work which takes place in, or has an impact on, Scotland. One area that the Trust is 
involved in and may be of interest to schools is education. This includes support for capital 
developments at education establishments particularly where community use is encouraged, projects 
for young people with special needs, informal community- based education activities including youth 
training and projects which encourage links between the family and school. Core revenue costs for 
nurseries, schools and After School Groups are not usually considered. 

http://www.suttontrust.com/funding.asp
http://www.oglesbycharitabletrust.co.uk/
http://www.oglesbycharitabletrust.co.uk/
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Major Trust & Foundations 

 
We have listed below a few examples of other large national trusts which fund work in schools.  
 
Barclays Spaces for Sports 
 
Barclays Spaces for Sports is a £30million programme to create sustainable sports facilities in 
disadvantaged communities across the UK. It is the country’s single biggest investment in grassroots 
sport by a private company and has won various prestigious awards for its contribution to local 
communities. 
 
So far, they have provided access to over 25 different types of sports, from tennis, hockey, football and 
netball right through to tea-dancing and lawn bowls. There has been support for a whole range of 
sports, offering something for everyone.  

For more information click here 

 

 
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation – budget £30 million 
This is the largest independent UK foundation. Awarded over £5 million (124 grants) to education in 
2009. Most fell between £20,000 - £50,000. Current priorities include:  

New Approaches to Learning 

Seek to support work in schools and early years’ settings that is unlikely to get statutory funding 
because it is new, risky, unorthodox or overlooked. Keen to back work that tackles thorny educational 
issues and improves young people's educational attainment and motivation, particularly where it is 
likely to influence national policy and practice. 
 
In 2007 they funded the salary of a Lead Mentor to raise aspirations and achievements of 135 young 
people.  They also funded a 3 yr part-time tutor to work with students with learning difficulties who’d 
been excluded from statutory provision.   
 
For more information click here  

 

http://www.barclays.com/community/spacesforsports/next.html
http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/
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The Paul Hamlyn Foundation - Annual Budget c£6 million  
 
Awarded over £3 million through its Education and Learning Programme in 2009. Their education 
programme supports the development and dissemination of new ideas to increase people's education 
and learning. Funding will benefit organisations, groups and individuals.  The Foundation also seeks to 
further the understanding of the relationships between education and learning and its other 
programmes (arts and social justice). Primary aims are: 
 

 Enabling people to experience and enjoy the arts 
 Developing people’s education and learning 
 Integrating marginalised young people who are at times of transition 

 
For more information click here

 
Garfield Weston Foundation – Annual Budget c£42 million 
 
Awarded over £11.5m in 206 grants to education in 2007.  The Foundation supported special needs 
schools with grants of between £100,000 and £250,000.  Other projects received over £300,000 in total 
to for work with dyslexia, interactive play and the expansion of church secondary schools.  
Grantmaking priorities are practically non-existent, the only stated exemption being animal welfare 
charities. The Foundation supports only UK registered charities unless the organisation is exempt from 
charitable status - churches, educational establishments, hospitals and housing corporations qualify 
under this latter criteria.  For more information click here  

 

http://www.phf.org.uk/
http://www.phf.org.uk/
http://www.garfieldweston.org/
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Lottery Funding for School Buildings / Grounds 

Lottery Grants LATEST 

 Each Distributor has its own Small grants Programme 
 Sport England provide small grants for sports ranging from £300 - £10,000  
 Arts Council England provide small grants supporting awards between £1,000 and £100,000  
 Heritage Lottery Fund small grants provided through the existing 'Your Heritage' (£3,000 to 

£50,000) and 'Young Roots (£3,000 to £25,000) schemes 
 People’s Millions winner – Gordon Primary School, Eltham – Woodland oasis in an Urban 

Jungle £37,000 
 
The BIG Lottery fund may have only emerged in 2005, but already it distributes half the good cause’s 
money from the National Lottery. In 2006 several grants programmes were launched, many of which 
are now open to schools.  
 
BIG publishes the following examples of the type of schools projects it might fund: 
 

 A school wants to work in partnership with other community organisations to reduce exclusion and 
promote healthy lifestyles. The project will run a series of after school activities including dance, 
exercise and cookery classes. The aim is to promote the value of healthy lifestyles and bring the 
community together. 

 A school wants to set up a radio station for internal broadcasting, run by the pupils during lunch 
time and featuring music and interviews on topics of interest to the children. They will use the 
expertise of a community radio station, which will run workshops in the relevant skills. This will also 
give pupils who are interested in volunteering with community radio a chance to boost their job 
prospects. 

 A school would like to start an after school table tennis club to broaden the range of sports that 
pupils are able to take part in. The pupils will have the opportunity to take part in interschool 
competitions and the school will link up with a local club for those pupils who want to continue 
their interest outside school. 

 A school wants to put on a series of holiday workshops by professional artists in African drumming 
for pupils, parents and the general public. They will work with a local dance group to stage a 
performance which everyone can take part in.
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BIG Lottery Fund Reaching Communities  
 
With a budget of £100 million, Reaching Communities aims to: 

 bring real improvements to communities and to the lives of people most in need, including 
those who are hard to reach 

 support projects that respond to the needs of communities and actively involve them 
Voluntary and Community organisations, social enterprises and statutory bodies including schools will 
be eligible to apply, provided that they meet the programme criteria. Reaching Communities will give 
grants of more than £10,000 and up to £500,000, including a maximum of £50,000 for capital grants. 
They will fund projects for up to five years. 
 
For more information click here

 
 
Awards for All Small Grants Scheme 
 
Schools are eligible to apply individually or in partnership with other public, private or voluntary sector 
organisations for grants of up to £10,000.  
 
In addition to the Awards for All scheme, other lottery distributors run small grant schemes too: 
 

 Big Lottery Fund will launch a new small grants programme on 1 April 2009 awarding grants of 
£300 to £10,000 to local communities in 2009-2010. 

 

 Sport England will provide small grants for sports ranging from £300 - £10,000 from 1 April 
2009. RELEVANT TO SCHOOL GROUNDS/HEALTH PROJECTS. 

 

 Arts Council England will provide small grants through their existing ‘Grants for the arts’ 
programme, supporting awards between £1,000 and £100,000.  

 

 Heritage Lottery Fund small grants will be provided through the existing 'Your Heritage' (£3,000 
to £50,000) and 'Young Roots (£3,000 to £25,000) schemes. 

 
For more information click here

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_reaching_communities.htm?regioncode=-eng&progStatus=open&status=theProg&title=Reaching%20Communities
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_reaching_communities.htm?regioncode=-eng&progStatus=open&status=theProg&title=Reaching%20Communities
http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/
http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/
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Section 3. Writing Tips for Grant Applications 
 
Bid Writing Basics 

Some people believe that good writing is the key to good proposals. To a large extent this is true. 

Funding bodies would agree to this point, as: 

 

 Some applications are rejected because they contain poor ideas 

 Most applications are rejected because they contain good ideas poorly presented 

 

Try to apply the good practice rules contained within this resource when you come to write a small 

grant application for your outdoor/playground project. 

 

TIP 1 Use Plain English 
 

 Do not be tempted to go over board with jargon  

 Write in clear, bold sentences rather than long difficult to read prose 

 

Example: “High quality learning environments are a necessary pre-condition for facilitation and 

enhancement of the on going learning process”  

 

OR WRITTEN IN PLAIN ENGLISH… 

“Children need good schools” 

 

See http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/free-guides.html  

 

http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/free-guides.html
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TIP 2 Use Active Language Not Passive Language 
 

Active language engages the reader. It is persuasive and positive and convinces the funder that there is 

a project about to happen; 

How to write actively 

 This project will… 

 We expect to… 

 This project is necessary because… 

5hbΩ¢ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ 

 This project aims to… 

 It is our hope that… 

 If this project didn’t happen… 

 

TIP 3 Avoid Assumptions 
 

Never assume that a funding body, whether local, regional or national, is familiar with your 

community, your school, the geographical area, local issues or your educational track 

record/reputation. Always include a context for your project that demonstrates your expertise as a 

school and the need for the project. 

 

TIP 4 The Acronym 
 

“Children with SEN need additional learning opportunities beyond those provided through the NC. The 

newly adapted ICT facilities will enable pupils on the SENIMS register to compete on equal terms, and 

complete the transition between KS2 and KS3.”  

 

STOP!! TOO MANY ACRONYMS AND ASSUMPTIONS 

 

This sentence works just as well if you write: 

 

“Pupils with special educational needs will benefit from access to specialist computer software. Their 

progress and attainment will be monitored over a three year period.” 

If you are going to use acronyms within your application include a glossary. 
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TIP 5 How to Sound Successful 

 
Fundraising success can have a domino effect. It is infectious. Success breeds success for a number of 

reasons. Schools that have been awarded grants from a range of sources automatically earn a 

reputation with other funders.  Success also demonstrates that other funders have confidence in the 

school. And, funds can be ‘matched’ against other funds to increase your chances. 

 

Remember, success sells more than sympathy, so present a positive image of your school and your 

future plans to the funder.  

 

 Demonstrate that funds will represent a shrewd investment for the funder  

 State the impact of your work, who will benefit and how you will prove it 

 Spell out the benefit of future work and refer to your track record of managing external funds 

 Demonstrate and list past successes  

 In more qualitative terms, be upbeat, self-confident, and creative 

 Think about that crucial first impression – how can you provide a punchy first paragraph to give a 

strong impression of your project. If you can’t communicate a belief in what you do then how can 

you expect a funder to be enthused? 

 

Remember to Tell a Story 

We all relate to, and remember stories better than abstracted concepts. Good stories are about people 

- human interest grips us all. People are the best carriers of vision and ideas; and, ultimately, funds are 

made available for the benefit of people not organisations. Use personal examples. And ask yourself, 

does your application draw out benefits that will be made to people, whether parents, pupils, staff or 

the wider community? 
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TIP 6 Tips for Layout and Presentation 
 

Assessors tend to adopt a critical reading style when appraising applications, helping them to skim and 
review a bid. The following writing techniques will improve the critical review of your application. 
 

 
Technique When to Use Advantages 

Bold Type To emphasise words It is easier to read than italics, 
underlining or capitals 

HEADINGS Place them directly into your 
text to break up and identify 
the main ideas you will cover 

They act like a table of contents 
and draw the reader’s eye to the 
key ideas 

1. Numbered 
lists 

 

When items need to be 
examined in a specific 
sequence, such as project 
objectives 

They give a sense of immediacy 

 Bulleted lists 
 
ü Bulleted lists 

 

When all items are equally 
important, such as an 
evaluation plan.  Different 
formats for bullets can be used 

ie “ ” to list benefits. 

Give an impression of a well 
planned project 

Ragged margins Throughout the narrative text 
of the application 

Easier to track from one line to the 
next if the right hand margin is left 
ragged and right justified 

Serif typeface 

Sans serif typeface 

There is a lot of debate 
amongst fundraisers over 
typeface preference! Arial is 
widely favoured for ease on the 
eye. 

Sans serif typefaces (Verdana, 
Arial, Tahoma) are clearer to read.  
Serif typefaces such as Times New 
Roman and Courier are more 
“traditional” and have small 
strokes that finish off the main 
stroke of the letter. 
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TIP 7 Provide Evidence 
 

The evidence you can use within grant applications falls into main two categories; school and 

community. You can use evidence to present a picture of your school to a funding body and to support 

your case for funding. Never assume that anyone knows about your school’s reputation (good or bad), 

or details about the local area and its needs.  

As a minimum you should have the following information, statistics and data to hand about your 
school: 
 

 Free school meal data – the percentage of FSM pupils  

 Absenteeism and exclusions – the absentee rate/level as compared to national average  

 League tables – to show fall/rise in educational attainment 

 OFSTED reports –use direct quotes from recent reports on attainment, building inspections and 

facilities to support your argument 

 Anti-bullying, behaviour management strategies in place 

 Building capacity and age of school building – may indicate overcrowding 

 

See https://www.raiseonline.org 

 

As a minimum you should have the following information, statistics and data to hand about your local 
community: 

 

 Census data  

 Labour market data – is there a high level of unemployment in your area? 

 Index of Multiple deprivation – see box below 

 For rural schools, the Countryside Agency's Ward Level Definition of Rural Areas  

 Population statistics – in particular ethnicity profile  

 Neighbourhood statistics - e.g. household/car ownership 

 Household/resident surveys – contact local organisations to find out what consultations have been 

carried out in your area 

 

See www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/ 

 

 

https://www.raiseonline.org/
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
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Model Answers 

Most grant application forms you’ll come across will ask you the following question; 
 

What difference will our funding make? 
 
We will help you answer this question well, and show you what to avoid through examples. 
 
For the purpose of this exercise, let’s assume you are applying for a small grant to start an after school 
dance club. 
 

1. The pleading and ineffectual answer   X 

Q. What difference do you hope the grant will make? 
A.  The project would not be possible without your support. We would not be able to meet the needs 
of pupils interested in contemporary dance. 
 

2. The jargon heavy answer    X 

Q. What difference do you hope the grant will make? 
A. The contemporary dance scene is a great way to show young people diversity in action. This project 
will promote cultural diversity through group discussion and participation in world music. 
 
3. The concise and creative answer    
Q. What difference do you hope the grant will make? 
A. The idea came from pupils who spend time listening to R & B and watching music videos. Pupils will 
get the chance to be fit, have fun, and learn about new dance forms from a trained dancer. 
 
4. The personal and local relevance answer  
Q. What difference do you hope the grant will make? 
A. A dance group of up to 20 pupils will perform at a Community festival in mid-2011. They will 
choreograph moves, design costumes and choose a name for the group. It is hoped that the group will 
go on to perform at other community venues. 
 
5. The evaluation based answer    
Q. What difference do you hope the grant will make? 
A. We will arrange peer group auditions at the end of the project to increase pupil confidence and 
performance ability. 

 20 pupils attended 

 1 artist in residence 

 1 new after school club 

 3 performances 
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The Certificate in School Fundraising & Income Generation 
 

The Certificate in School Fundraising & Income Generation is the only accredited course for school 

bursars and business managers, completed by over 1000 schools in the UK. 

Schools typically raise £20,000 - £30,000 of new income in the 12 months the course. Some 

have raised a lot more and seen their success rate soar!  

ά²ŜΩǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϻплΣллл ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦέ 
Round Oak School 

 

Enrolment on this popular 6 week, internet-based, accredited course offers you practical skills and 

benefits: 

 Supportive: Courses are taught by a fundraising expert. The feedback you'll gain from a fundraising 

tutor will shape all of your future fundraising activity.  

 Flexible: No set study times, but with the added benefit of being part of an online class.  

 Relevant: Each course is underpinned with successful case studies and example applications, and 

practical tasks encourage you to develop real funding applications.  

 Good Value: Course fees from £335 and invaluable access to our Fundraising Network (3 month 

subscription) providing you with relevant email alerts of new grant schemes and fundraising news.  

 Professional Development: Each course leads to Level 3 Award from the NCFE.  

Tutor led courses run every half term and lead to: 

 A polished letter of application to a grant making trust, written by you  

 A 12 month funding strategy for your school 

 Detailed feedback on your writing style and approach from an experienced tutor  

For more details visit www.fundraisingskills.co.uk for a course programme, dates and costs 

 

Contact 0191 2763261, info@fundraisingskills.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fundraisingskills.co.uk/schools.html
http://www.fundraisingskills.co.uk/schools.html
http://www.fundraisingskills.co.uk/
mailto:info@fundraisingskills.co.uk
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Section 4. A List of Successful Grants Awarded for School Grounds 

 

Grants Awarded for School Buildings, Grounds and Equipment 

Garfield Weston 
Foundation 

Founded in 1958 the Garfield Weston Foundation is a UK based, general 
grant-giving charity endowed by the late W Garfield Weston and members 
of his family. In the year to 5 April 2006, the Foundation supported 1,533 
applications with grants totaling over £38 million. The trustees of the 
Foundation have no particular priorities but tend to focus their funding on: 

 The Arts  
 Community  
 Education  
 Environment  
 Health  
 Religion  
 Welfare  
 Youth  

The Purcell School in Bushey received a grant of £100,000 from the Garfield 
Weston Foundation towards its capital expansion. 
 

Brackenbury Primary School received a grant of £10,000 from the 
Foundation to help with the renovation of a disused and derelict Victorian 
school building, with the aim to creating a new space for the arts and sport. 
It will cater for music, drama, dance, visual arts and textiles, physical 
education, breakfast and after school clubs and group activities. This will be 
accessed by both the school and the local community.  

St Michael's Primary School, Withyham received a grant of £5,000 to help in 
the completion of a new classroom for the “Early Years”, a new hall/library 
and IT suite. 

Southend High Schools for Boys received a grant of £5,000 to help equip and 
complete a new Sports Hall and Music Centre. 

For more information on funding opportunities through the Garfield 
Weston Foundation please click here 

Big Lottery Fund  Toryglen After School Service Limited provide after school care for primary 
and secondary school children in the Toryglen area. The group received a 
grant of £7,776 for furniture, role play toys, art/craft materials, educational 

http://www.garfieldweston.org/
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toys and sessional workers. 
  

For more information on funding opportunities from the Big Lottery Fund 
please click here 

Royal Society The Royal Society provide grants of up to £3000 to support teachers, 
scientists and engineers in working together to inspire young people.  
 
Ashton Middle School and Langford Lower School, Dunstable received a 
grant of £2,200 from the Royal Society Partnership Grant Scheme to 
collaborate in investigating the impact of soil and other environmental 
conditions on plants and insects. The schools invested their grant in a digital 
camera in order to email pictures between schools, plus a 'light bank' to test 
out plants in the soil samples, and other specialist equipment. 
  

For more information on funding opportunities from the Royal Society 
Partnership Grants Scheme please click here 

The Charity Bank The Charity Bank provides loan finance and advice to any organisation that is 
either a registered or exempt charity, as well as to community associations, 
voluntary organisations, community businesses, social enterprises or social 
landlords or even for-profit companies as long as the purpose of the loan is 
exclusively charitable. 

Beetley And District Pre-School received an £18,000 loan towards a new 
modular building. The new building has enabled the pre-school to meet 
disability standards, improve toilet facilities, be better insulated for the 
summer and winter and create 10 new places.  

For more information on funding opportunities through the Charity Bank 
please click here 

Ernest Cook Trust The Ernest Cook Trust is a charitable body charged with the dual role of 
maintaining the estates given to it by Ernest Cook, and all that they stand 
for, and giving money to support educational and research projects. Many of 
the schemes it supports relate to the countryside and environmental and 
architectural conservation, and are all educational in emphasis. Grants range 
from £100 - £3,000 in the small grants category and £3,000 - £10,000 in the 
main grants category.  

Tilney St Lawrence Community Primary School in Norfolk was awarded 
£2,000 by the Ernst Cook Trust to help with the cost of whiteboard and 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/
http://royalsociety.org/page.asp?id=1140
http://www.charitybank.org/
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projector. 

Morriston Primary School received a grant of £1,730 from the Trust small 
grants programme to purchase outdoor educational items such as a weather 
station. 

St Mary’s Primary & Nursery School in Manchester was awarded £1,500 by 
the Ernst Cook Trust to help with the running costs of a study club. 

For more information on funding opportunities from the Ernest Cook Trust 
please click here  

Mercers 
Educational Trust 
Fund 

Old Ford Primary School received a grant of £15,000 towards the 
development of ICT Facilities. 

Christ Church Primary School received a grant of £10,000 towards 
equipment for new classrooms. 

For more information on funding opportunities through the Mercers 
Educational Trust Fund please click here  

Foyle Foundation Kelling Primary School, Holt was awarded £35,000 through the Foyle 
Foundation Learning programme to enable it to replace a second of two 
mobile classrooms in a school serving a rural area. In addition it received a 
further grant of £15,000 for building 2 new classrooms and an open space 
link. 

The Charles Dickens School in London received a grant of £40,000 from the 
Foyle Foundation to convert an old Assembly Hall into a Library. 

Mulberry Bush School, Witney was awarded £25,000 towards a multi-
purpose hall so that this special education needs school can provide a full 
curriculum. 

The Kingfisher Community Special School, Oldham received a grant of 
£15,000 towards equipping an arts studio in this special school for children 
with severe and complex learning difficulties including autism. 

For more information on funding opportunities through the Foyle 
Foundation please click here 

 

http://www.ernestcooktrust.org.uk/
http://www.mercers.co.uk/netbuildpro/process/228/TheEducationalTrustFund.php
http://www.foylefoundation.org.uk/
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Awards for All 
(England) 

Awards for All (England) provides grants of up to £10,000 for people to take 
part in art, sport, heritage and community activities, and projects that 
promote education, the environment and health in the local community. 

Gainford C of E Primary School in Darlington was awarded £2,668 to clear an 
area and provide equipment for out door play, aimed at children from the 
pre-school and under fives from the wider community. 

For more information on funding opportunities through Awards for All 
please click here  

Biffaward  Biffaward, is a grant scheme funded by Biffa Waste Services, through the 
landfill tax credits scheme, which levies a tax on all Landfill operators in 
order to fund environment and community projects within a certain distance 
from the Landfill sites.  

Mary and John Church of England Primary School PTA received a grant of 
£5,000 from the Biffaward small grants scheme to turn a desolate concrete 
playground at the heart of a newly designated community Home Zone into a 
biodynamic wildflower meadow with living willow play structures, a turfed 
mound and slide, stepping stone, pathways and trees. 

For more information on funding opportunities through the Biffaward 
please click here 

Co-operative 
Community Fund 

Every Co-operative Group Dividend cardholder has the option to donate the 
'odd pence' from their twice-yearly Dividend payments to the Co-operative 
Community Dividend programme. The programme uses the money raised to 
support a range of community projects.  
 
Blackboys Pre-school in East Sussex received a grant of £1,350 from the 
Community Dividend to develop its garden and buy outdoor equipment for 
the children to use. The funding has also been used to develop a planting 
area to introduce the children to the wonders of nature and encourage 
birds, butterflies, frogs and hedgehogs to make the garden their home. 
  

For more information on funding opportunities from the Co-operative 
Community Fund please click here 

Football 
Foundation 

The Football Foundation is a partnership funded by The F.A. Premier League, 
The FA and the Government. The Foundation is the largest sports charity in 
the UK and provides grants of between £100 and £1 million to revitalise 

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/index.html
http://www.biffaward.org/
http://www.co-operative.coop/membership/local-communities/community-fund/
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grass roots sport, investing in parks, schools and playing fields and 
harnessing the power of the game within local communities and to promote 
education and social inclusion. 
 
Ashfield School in Nottinghamshire received a grant of £196,000 from the 
Football Foundation towards the installation of an ‘all weather’ Football 
Pitch.  
 
For more information on funding opportunities from the Football 
Foundation please click here 
 

Ogden Trust The Ogden Trust's aim is to maximise the educational opportunities available 
to young people in all parts of the UK's educational system. Each year, the 
Ogden Trust considers a small number of grants to educational institutions 
or charitable institutions with educational purposes. The small number of 
grants it makes each year are up to £10,000 and usually have to be for a 
science-related project. 

Teddington School in Middlesex received a grant of £5,000 from the Ogden 
Trust towards the purchase of new science equipment in two laboratories to 
improve experimental facilities at the school. 

For more information on funding opportunities from the Ogden Trust 
please click here 

 

http://www.footballfoundation.org.uk/welcome
http://www.ogdentrust.com/

